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25-year-old Jacksonville woman dies in Cancun
accident
Ceiling beam landed on woman in hotel in Mexico last week
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National News
Jacksonville Woman Dies in Mexico

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. - The family of a young Jacksonville woman is now in mourning after she died in
a bizarre accident while on vacation in Mexico.
Lauren DuFresne (pictured, below), 25, spent most of her childhood in Jacksonville, graduated from
Bishop Kenny High School and then the University of Florida.

Heisman vote could be
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Saturday evening if Heisman
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■ Karzai says assassination planned in Pakistan
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She was in Cancun last Thursday when a ceiling beam fell and landed on her while she was on the

■ Australian DJs under fire over royal prank

terrace of her hotel room. She died at a hospital.
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There are still a lot of unanswered questions, including how and why the beam fell on top of her,
especially because it happened in Mexico and is an ongoing investigation.
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DuFresne's dad and younger brother spoke Tuesday afternoon about their loss.
ADVERTISEMENT

They said DuFresne was a volleyball star who graduated with honors from Bishop Kenny and
continued to excel at UF, where she again graduated with honors and a degree in finance.

As her father, Don DuFresne, put it, she always remained a shining star, moving back home to the
River City to take a prestigious financial analyst job with FIS Global.
But her life was taken all too soon and tragically. It was two days after her 25th birthday, two days in to
a four-day vacation in Cancun with her boyfriend, when a decorative concrete beam fell on top of her.
Mexico news outlets report the heavy beam, poorly attached by only drywall, fell on her head and
chest, knocking her unconscious. They say she was rushed to a hospital there, but didn't survive.
Her loved ones, family and friends are left with so many unanswered questions as the case remains an
ongoing investigation in a foreign country. What they do know is, the beach-, dog- and life-lover will be
deeply missed.
This tragedy is a feeling her family knows all too well. It's the second daughter her parents have lost to
a terrible accident. In Mandarin 14 years ago, McKenzie DuFresne died at 2 1/2 years old when she
accidentally rolled up a car window while her head was out the window.
Don DuFresne said Lauren will be laid to rest by her sister's side on Thursday. The family says they
now have two angels watching over them.
Visitation for Lauren DuFresne will be held Wednesday night from 7 to 9 at the Hardage-Giddens
Funeral Home in Mandarin. Her funeral will be Thursday morning at 11 at St. Joseph's Catholic Church
on Old Augustine Road.
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Julie Ann Morris ·

Top Commenter · Works at Gems by Juls

Geez my heart is breaking for this family. To have lost 2 children in such sad ways. Parents are not supposed to
bury their children. My thoughts and prayers to the family and friends of this young woman. Sounds like she lived
life to the fullest and was loved by many.
Reply ·

16 · Like · December 4 at 2:55pm

Scotty Boyforever ·

Top Commenter

jesus this poor family..i honestly am almost speechless, and we know how rare that is...i mean, the graphic way
the 2 year old died...and now this freak accident on the older sister? as a parent, I honestly do not think I could
function after either of them happening...i hope this doesn't come off wrong, but I dfo hope that since they did
happen, that both died as instantaneous as possible and did not suffer..and they will sadly, most likely not get
the real answers, or justice out of that third world, drug cartel pizzhole known as mexico...and that is sad...poor
poor family...
Reply ·
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Kathleen Murray
That is the sadest story I've read in a long time. God please protect that family and give them peace.
Reply ·

7 · Like · December 4 at 4:28pm
Anne Parrish Irwin · Jacksonville, Florida
worse for her parents than anyone else...the sister's death...
Reply ·

1 · Like · December 4 at 5:44pm

Allie Beal
That was my friends sister it's so awful
Reply ·

2 · Like · December 4 at 5:47pm

Kathleen Murray
Heartbreaking beyond comprehension
Reply · Like · December 4 at 5:50pm
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