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Ex-Montrealer murdered in Mexico 'touched

everyone'

Popular blogger gave up career as financial adviser to live on coastal isle

Paul Cherry, Gazette Crime Reporter: Saturday, September 19, 2009

The body of ex-Montrealer Renée Wathelet, 60, was found Thursday in her
apartment on Isla Mujeres, east of Cancun, Mexico.
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Renee Wathelet's blog: En direct des iles

Wathelet may have
blogged about killer: report

Yulbiz Montreal blog reacts to Renee
Wathelet's death

MONTREAL — Renée Wathelet
touched many lives, be they in
Outremont, the small island in
Mexico she fell in love with, or on
the blogosphere.

The former financial consultant, a
60-year-old grandmother, was
found dead in her apartment on Isla
Mujeres, the island near Cancun
where she was living.

Her throat had been cut and she
had been stabbed several times
when police found her body
Thursday morning. According to
news agencies, the police arrested
a 24-year-old man from Monterrey,
Mexico, as a suspect in the slaying.
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Yesterday, the Mexican news agency EFE,
quoting a member of the Mexican police
investigating the killing, said the suspect went to
the apartment with the intention of robbing
Wathelet. The man might have known the victim, the agency
also reported.

Reaction to the death could be found on blogs based in
Montreal and in Isla Mujeres shortly after her violent death
was reported.

Wathelet had walked away from a career in financial
consulting to enjoy the island but continued to write and post
material on two blogs.

She called one of her blogs En direct des Tles because she
originally posted on it from two islands, said Michelle Blanc, a
close friend who lives in Montreal.

When Wathelet started the blog, she was splitting time
between her apartment in Outremont, on the island of
Montreal, and Isla Mujeres, where she was killed. Before
moving to Isla Mujeres permanently in March, she alternated
between the two every two months.

"l can't believe it," Blanc said. "This is the last person you

would imagine hearing was murdered."

Blanc said she met Wathelet through Yulbiz, a Montreal-based online network that gathers people
interested in business affairs. Wathelet quickly become a favourite among the group, said Blanc, the

network's president.

"She was our spiritual mother,"
that takes care of abandoned cats.

Blanc said. She raised money for a veterinary hospital in Isla Mujeres
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Obama Helps Lower Millions
of Mortgage Payments

| Or March 26th the Obama
adminiztration made $14 billion
avallable to hormeowner s to help them
afford their mortgages, 2
previous programs, this program is
avallable to 3l Américans whao are
having trouble paying their

| moartgages. If you are a homeowner

) and you haven't looked into
refinancing recently, you may be
surprized at how much you can save.
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Explosions reported at Petro Canada
refinery

A Petro Canada refinery in Montreal's
Point aux Trembles district was
reportedly...

Damaged Montreal ramp expected to

cause traffic congestion

A ramp connecting to a busy Montreal
expressway is down to one lane only

after...

Red-hot Halak leads Canadiens into
winner-take-all Game 7

The Montreal Canadiens are in a
conundrum as they prepare to face the
Washington...



